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Poperinge Jubilee Celebrations | 
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A reprint of th 
wis © reports 
Celebrations contained Sa photographs of the Poperinge 


available, in limited quantity. as 


“Our Contemporary World” 


The lectures by lain Fraser at t 

he North W. 
School, 1965, have now been published in a Weis Ftd 
pamphlet. Invaluable material for discussion groups Shee 
inside or outside Toc H. Obtainable from Arca staff or 
Toc H Publications Department, 15 Trinity Square, London 
E.C.3, price 2s. 3d., postage 3d. extra. - j 
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Advertisers 


Manufacturers of a wide range of articles of interest to our 
readers will find the JouRNAL pages helpful in making their 
goods and services known. Enquiries about space and 
charges will be welcomed by Stan Waters, who handles our 
advertising, at Messrs. Arthur H. Wheeler & Co., St. 
Stephen’s House, Victoria Embankment, London, S.W.1. 
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i i leven times a 
Toc H JOURNAL 1s published monthly c tim 
= The April issue is a double number and there is np 
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Vice- 


Patron, the Hon. Angus Ogilvy, with the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress of Bristol, greeting two members of the University Toc H 
circle at the Civic Reception which followed the Western Area 
Jubilee Thanksgiving Service in Bristol Cathedral in October, 


(Evening Post Bristol) 


EDITORIAL OFFICE - TOC H - 15 TRINITY SO 
- TELEPHONE ROYAL 0472 


—- Å=& 
INTO THA POOL 


AS THE DRAMA of Rhodesia and U.D.I. unfolds, no-one know- 
ing what may come next, the thoughts and the prayers of 
Toc H members in this country must lie with the few 
: hundreds of Toc H men and women in 
Rhodesia on Rhodesia and Zambia. To all of them, 
The Rack known and unknown, we send assurance that 
nothing can separate them from kinship within the Toc H 
€ family, torn and divided though their allegiances may be in 
other ways. We cannot but think especially of Sir HUMPHREY 
GIBBS, a one-time member of Toc H and its constant warm 
supporter, who has carried a cruel burden. As recently as 
last October issue we reported his friendly welcome to our 
“D.E. Team” from this country. We think too of Sir ROBERT 
TREDGOLD, perhaps the greatest Rhodesian of them all, born 
and bred in the country, and who must now be well-nigh 
heart-broken by the turn of events. He shared his anxieties 
with us at the Festival in the Royal Albert Hľall as recently 
as last May. Rosin MURPHY, our staff man out there, flew 
home recently to marry his German fiancee, who he hopes 
will later join him in Zambia. They too deserve our prayers 
as Robin sets about his task of serving Toc H on both sides 
of the Zambesi border. As for the political situation itself, 
what can one say? It is tempting simply to play the old game 
of “if. If there had been a little more toleration on both 
sides within the country. tf there had been less of the reckless 
advice from outside, then perhaps both sides, black and white, 
would not have been pushed into such extremes of incom- 
patibility. Three years ago a leader of Toc H in Southern 
Africa remarked sadly that moderation was the only hope... 
but that there was no room in the land for moderates. How 
right he has been proved. 
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WE GREATLY APPRECIATE the friendly action of LEPRA who, 
by way of celebrating our Jubilee, is dedicating to Toc H 
two beds in the PRERA Project Hospital at Malawi. Plaques 
earing testimony to Toc H help in leprosy 
Teen relief work throughout the years will be 
placed over the beds, a gesture which will 
give undoubted pleasure to members and friends who have 
always supported the cause. A letter in Jast October issue 
drew attention to an appeal from Consett, Co. Durham, for 
funds for a memoria! in this same Malawi sanatorium to 
HamisH MACGREGOR, one of the first five Toc H volunteers 
for leprosy work. All told, Toc H has quite a vested interest 
in the success of this Malawi project. 


THE NUFFIELD TALKING BOOK LIBRARY, Which provides blind 
people with tape recordings of books, reported the need for 
volunteers to underlake the repair of their specially designed 
x reproducing machines. This seemed to our 
Moj zA Projects Staff a form of service that could 
e BOYS — well be undertaken by schoolboys. under the 
supervision of a science master and, as a result, techno- 
logically minded boys from twenty-five of the schools 
affiliated to Toc H have volunteered to help. The Library 
supplies the volunteer repairers with full servicing instructions. 
as well as details of the diagnosis and cure of likely faults, 
and also supplies spare parts that may be needed. Any Branch 
that contemplates undertaking this form of service can be 
assured that many more volunteers are needed. And if you 
don’t have a tape-recorder fiend among your number, all the 
better. You'll have to ask for outside help. 


AN OPEN LETTER from the MINISTER OF PENSIONS stresses her 
concern that many deserving old people are not applying for 
the financial help to which they are fully entitled, through the 
Full National Assistance Board. If the weekly 
2 income of a single person is roughly below 
Relief £3 16s. or, in the case of a married couple, 
£6 5s. 6d.. plus an allowance for rent which in the majority 
of cases covers full rent and rates, all they have to do is to 
fill in their name and address on form O.1 obtainable from 
the Post Office or, if on retirement pension, the blue form 
in the front of the retirement pension book. Then quite 
quickly someone from the Board will call and go into the 
whole matter. Toc H men and women will not infrequently 
come across old folk who. through unawareness or a mis- 
placed sense of independence, are foregoing benefits which 
would make all the difference to their standard of living. 
A wise word could do wonders. 
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Weel“s Good Cause 


Vice-Patron’s Successiul Appeal for Toc H 


ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21 the Hon. Angus Ogilvy, making 
the Week’s Good Cause broadcast on all Home Services, 
appealed for support for the work of Toc H. We reproduce 
the text of his message. With money still coming in, the 
total amount received lo date stands at round about 
five thousand pounds. 


“Today, due largely to the advance of medicine and 
science, most people—in this country at any rate—have 
never been better off. But inevitably there is, and always 
will be, a minority who are not having it so good. In fact 
some are not having it good at all. 


“ff one is happy and secure oneself it is so easy to 
forget these others; the elderly, with no friends or relatives 
to care for or look after them: the cripples, their feeling 
of complete helplessness: the children in the slums, with 
drunken fathers or neglectful mothers. But you know it is 
possible to transform their lives by making them feel that 
other people do care, that they are needed and that they 
have a useful purpose to fulfil. I know this, because I have 
seen it done countless times in Toc H. 


“Not long ago for example I visited one of the worst 
housing areas that T have ever seen. In one of the houses 
an old lady was living alone and in pretty grim conditions. 
One day along came a team of young people from Toc H. 
In their spare time they raised the money to buy the 
necessary materials and they completely redecorated her 
home. Each week thereafter one of them visited her so 
that never again could she feel that she was unwanted, 
unloved or uncared for. 


“On another occasion I visited one of our residential 
hostels up in the North. The young men in the hostel had 
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managed to acquire a Land Rover and the necessary equip- 
ment. and each weekend they'd take parties of children 
from very poor families off on a camping weekend, thereby 
giving these children a chance to get away for a short time 
from the dreary miserable surrounding in which they lived. 


“Now these are just two examples, taken at random. but 
which are typical of what the men and women of Toc H 
are trying to do. For when you boil it down Toc H is 
nothing more nor less than practical Christianity, where 
the better off help the poor. where the healthy help the 
sick, and where the young help the old. It’s a daring experi- 
ment in which we are trying to amplify the spirit of the 
Good Samaritan. but on a world-wide scale. Our aim and 
object is to try and make the good-neighbour spirit 
infectious. If only enough people can catch that spirit the 
world will be a very much happier place in which to live. 


“This year is in fact Toc H’s 50th Anniversary, and we 
are in the process of planning a considerable expansion 
involving, amongst other things, the building of a number 
of new community centres and hostels in cities and towns 
where at the moment there are none. We feel—or rather 
we know—that there is a desperate need for them; but to 
achieve this expansion more money is required urgently. 


“So please send me anything you can afford. It doesn't 
matter what it is, whether it’s fifty pennies, shillings, 
pounds or even fivers; but, whatever you do, don’t stop to 
count the cost. If you hesitate at all just think what Toc H 
could mean to you if you fell on hard times and landed up 
lost, lonely or in need. Only this week I received a pound 
from some crippled people whose lives have been trans- 
formed by Toc H. And if they can afford this how much 
more can you do. 


“So please put something now into an envelope and 
send it to me, Angus Ogilvy, Toc H, [5 Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3. It’s in the Radio Times—bul in case you 
haven’t got it I'll give it to you again—Angus Ogilvy, 
Toc H, 15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. Goodnight and 
thank you.” 
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Toc H and Faith 


We are glad io re-publish this statement which appeared recenily 

in “The Link" of Toc H Australia, over the signature of Lt.-Gen. 

Sir Edmund Herring, President, and Doug Dickinson, member of 
the Australian Guard of the Lamp. 


THOSE WHO ARE CONCERNED for the Christian faith are 
increasingly conscious of two sets of conditions. The 
first relates to the condition of Toc H in some of its 
Branches today. Toc H in its origin is essentially Christian. 
It was built on the Christian faith and its real inspiration 
has always stemmed from the Lord’s Table set up in 1915 
in the Upper Room within Talbot House, Poperinge. In 
earlier years it was emphasised that Toc H was essentially 
religious and that it was a meeting ground for men of all 
denominations. 


Today in some places, a significant number of its 
members are not worshipping members of the Christian 
Churches and it is now seen by some members as simply 
secular and humanist. We believe such a state of affairs 
to be sad indeed. If Toc H is divorced from its Christian 
foundations it loses its genius and its raison d'être. 


The other set of conditions to which we refer relates to 
the general position of the Christian faith in this century 
of rapid change. One department of life after another in 
Western Society has succumbed to secularism. In the 
face of this, Christian teachers and prophets have chal- 
lenged the Churches with the need to take the Gospel into 
every sphere of life. 


We believe that among the many opportunities opening 
to Christian men and women each day, the Churches will 
find Toc H as an area of life which is congenial to the 
Gospel and where men and women of goodwill would wel- 
come a rekindling of the flame of faith. 
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It is probable that the danger of secularisation within 
Toc H itself is but a reflection of the general process of 
secularisation across western civilisation. Nevertheless it 
is believed that the process has been hastened by the fact 
that, compared with earlier years, few clergy of the Chris- 
tian Churches have been introduced to a thorough know- 
ledge of Toc H and so the relationship between Branches 
and the local clergy has to a great extent broken down. 
This we believe explains to some extent the drift of some 
Toc H members from convinced Christian faith. 


We believe that if the clergy in Branch localities were 
lo be concerned for the true welfare of Toc H, those clergy 
would help to maintain a Christian frontier organisation. 
Tn this, men of all denominations or none, may find the 
fellowship of the Spirit in common service and a spirit of 
life-changing and sustaining power. Toc H does not com- 
pete with the Churches. On the contrary it can be of great 
assistance to them in reaching men who are out of touch 
with the Church, and drawing them to commitment to 
Christ. 


We iherefore ask your prayers, and wherever possible 
your active support and involvement with Toc H, in its 
second half century of Christian witness. 


TAKING A HOLIDAY IN "%66? 


THEN — WHY NOT 
A SEVENTEEN DAYS CRUISE TO THE ISLES OF GREECE AND ISRAEL ? 
from 63 gns. Departures every week from May 4th to Oct. 26th. 
(Departure: July 27th will be led by Rev. Bob Knight, Administrative 
Padre of Toc H.) 
A TOUR TO RUSSIA? 
from 67 gns. Departures every other week from June Sth. 
A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY ? 
Weekly departures to about [8 different countries from 19} gns. 
(Party organisers are offered special concessions: ask for details.) 
Write for our free illustrated brochure. 


THE CHURCH TRAVEL CLUB: GODALMING, SURREY 
TEL. GODALMING I1516 
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Come — ABOARD “SHow 
Boar’ at the Scala Theatre. 
London, on Tuesday 


February 15, 1966. presented 
by the Stock Exchange 
Dramatic and Operatic 
Society. Proceeds will aid the 
Croydon Toc H Centre. 


JouN — DESSAUER, Area 
Secretary for the Metro- 
politan part of Eastern 


London Area, has resigned 
from the staff. We wish him 
well in his career in the 
Probation Service. 

THE Rev. JOHN 
formerly curate at Great 
Clacton and Padre of 
Clacton-on-Sea Branch, has 
joined the full time staff as 
East Anglia Area Padre. His 
address is: 29 Mountview 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 
(Tel. 25481.) 


COMMANDER SaM BOWERS 
has been appointed Regional 
Appeals Organiser, based on 
Manchester. He will work as 
a member of the N.W. 
Regional Team. 


Hutt, 


BARKER, 


IVOR 
Warden of Talbot House, 


Deputy 


Southampton. for the past 
year. has resigned for health 


reasons. He has our best 
wishes for a complete 
recovery. 

THE REV. CLIFFORD 


POLLARD has resigned as Hon. 
Area Padre for Kent owing 
to increasing commitments in 
the Diocese of Canterbury. 


TUBBY spent a very enjoy- 
able evening at Headquarters 
on December 13 with many 
of his friends at a party to 
mark his eightieth birthday. 


Dor KNAP AND THE “OLD 
House”, 1966. Lists of book- 
ings and parties appear else- 
where in this issue. Early 
enquiry is invited. 

Brancu Members’ ROLLS, 


due by January 15, will be 
overdue on January [6. 


REMINDER TO Coun- 
CILLORS. Central Council 
notices of motion by 


February 28, please, 


INVEST IN THE 
PROSPERITY 
OF BRITAIN’S 
HIGH STREETS 


through the 


you 


V 


CIES 
Ses Sa 
Ve NT a = 


DOMESTIC 


for as little as £2 a month 


Domestic Unit Fund is invested 
in over 230 companies whose 
goods and services are bought by 
millions every day. 


This Savings Plan enables you to 
build up a holding in Domestic 
Units by monthly payments of 
£2 or more. It also has the advan- 
luge of averaging the cost of the 
investment, since more units will 
be bought when market prices 


are low and fewer when prices 
are high. 

If you could have invesied £2 a 
month since September, 1938, 
and reinvested your net income, 
by 30th November, 1965, you 
would have paid oniy £654 for an 
investment then worth £4,142, 

TRUSTEES TO THE FUND: 

MIDLAND BANK EXECUTOR & 
TRUSTEE COMPANY LIMITED 


Post this counon for Particulars and Enrolment Form to: 
Unit Funds Services td. (Damestic). National Group House, 
| 3/5 Norwich Street, Fetter Lane, London, £.C.4. FIOLborn 8891 | 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS.. ner E > 


"A NATIONAL GROUP. TRUST: GROUP ASSETS EXCEED £65m 


CVS-214 
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Master Builder 


SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON FYFE 
“CHELA” 


PPPTPTTrTTe ee AG NŠ CH ONUSNEDEEOOD EDB SENO KNB Nd n 


WITH THE SUCCESS of the recent broadcast Appeal still 
fresh in our minds it is worth recalling what was probably 
the most remarkable Appeal of them all, back in 1951. 
On that occasion Sir William Hamilton Fyfe, who had 
relired as Vice-Chancellor of Aberdeen University in 1948 
because of failing sight, made the broadcast and it brought 
in a total of £4.500—no mean sum for those days. What 
was more. in succeeding years he continued to send letters 
to the donors to that Appeal, resulting in several more 
thousands of pounds by repeated gifts. Many donors 
became Toc H Builders and are still on our strength to this 
day. Sir William conducted this operation with enormous 
enthusiasm in total disregard of his blindness, which 
grew gradually worse. 


His influence upon Toc H dated from 1924. when, as 
Headmaster of Christ's Hospital, Horsham, he introduced 
Tubby to the school. Tubby had arrived on a wet day, with 
wet feet. and Sir William’s hospitable remedy for this 
situation enabled Tubby to address the boys “standing 
literally in the Headmaster’s shoes“. It is no accident that 
since those days Old Blues have contributed more to the 
leadership of Toc H in general. and Marks in particular, 
than any other school. 


Sir William’s reputation as a classical scholar, his work 
as Vice-Chancellor of two great Universities. Queen's 
Canada and Aberdeen, were widely recognised: his per- 
sonal] influence was enormous. Harold Howe once wrote 
that Sir William claimed to hold the record for having dis- 
tributed the prizes at the largest number of schools of 


which he had personally trained the Headmasters. Harold 
was one of theni! 
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Sir William died last June at the age of eighty-six. Right 
to the end he took the liveliest interest in all that went on 
in Toc H, of which he had long been a President; even to 
talk to him on the telephone was a tonic. Having listened 
to that exuberant, musical voice one was left with an 
extraordinary impression of a conversation with a very 
young man. 


Weir Side, Chapel Stile 


JOHN FLETCHER 


SOFC POOR SOON OOP ER ERO OOOO RRR ESSERE ORR 


THIS OLD GREY BUILDING was once a workmen’s institute 
and later a social centre for the folk of Langdaie 
Valley. It is situated by Langdale Beck just as you enler 
the village of Chapel Stile and lies in the shadow of the 
fells, within easy access of the central mountain massif of 
the Lake Counties, five miles west of Ambleside. 


The building has been altered by the efforts of the Lake- 
land members of Toc H and equipped by the generous 
help of many donors. lt now contains a bunk room to 
sleep twelve people in double tier bunks, a dining room, a 
fully equipped kitchen, an ablution block containing lava- 
tories, wash basins and showers with an ample supply of 
hot and cold water, and a common room. It has no per- 
manent staff but oversight is given, and maintenance cared 
for, by a voluntary house committee of local Toc H mem- 
bers. All parties must undertake their own cooking and 
domestic chores; the equipment is there and stores of every 
kind can be ordered in the village and delivered in ad- 
vance. 


As has been said frequently, the mountains are one of 
the best places to learn the meaning of leadership, discip- 
line and fellowship, and it is for diverse parties of men to 
undergo this experience for themselves that Weir Side 
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offers its facilities. Here men can expand their gifts of 
leadership, others be led to it. in a fellowship which 
develops further our concern for others. 

A party of between eight and twelve under responsible 
leadership is almost the ideal size for this sort of training; 
it is small enough to be close knit and active on the hills, 
but large enough to afford a diversity of people. More- 
over, because of the location of Weir Side. parties need not 
be confined to younger men able to undertake strenuous 
outings on the hills: it is also available for older men 
willing to live simply and to explore the valleys and lakes. 

Responsible leadership of parties is, of course, essential; 
even in the smallest hills bad weather and other risks must 
be undergone, and it is almost criminal to essay tasks either 
beyond the physical capacity of the party or to get lost 
simply because of inability to read the terrain properly 
with map and compass. Attempting allegedly new and 
spectacular routes for their own sake is an irresponsible 
vanity which good leaders never indulge in. 

Leaders arrange their own programmes according to the 
needs, personnel and capacity of each party. In the light 
of our past experience. we visualise that most days will be 
spent on the hills and/or valleys together, learning by 
mutual activity and intercourse new depths of fellowship 
and provoking new visions and greater capacity to go back 
and achieve them. In the common room this talk will go 
on, men will get to know one another better and discover 
among other things that “responsibility in a community is 
the most satisfying and self-respecting form of discipline” 
and that "true leadership is not so much a matter of giving 
orders as of responsibly understanding people and situa- 
tions”. 

Owing to the construction of the building we cannot 
accommodate mixed parties of men and women; parties 
are limited to those of one sex. Toc H parties or Toc H 
sponsored parties, such as members of Mobile Action, 
Scout Groups. Schools. Boys’ Clubs. cte., can all use the 
building and these will have the first choice of dates. 
Already Easter Week 1966 is booked for a party, and a 
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Weir Side and Langdale Beck, with fells in the background. 


number of enquiries have been received for other parties 
during the coming year; early bookings are advisable, 
since already we have had to disappoint people owing to 
the clashing of dates. 


Weir Side, while in the hills, is in no sense remote: a 
public bus service runs up the vailey and stops just 
beyond the door and long distance coach services arrive 
in Ambleside from many parts of (he country. The village 
of Chapel Stile has all the shopping and other facilities nor- 
mally required, while the hills beyond offer their challenge 
and the countryside its peace. 


What will it cost to hire the Centre? For a week, 
eighteen pounds (this for parties of eight to twelve); for a 
week-end, six pounds—and when booking a deposit (not 
returnable) of a sixth of the total cost, must be sent. 


Fuller particulars and details of bookings can be ob- 
tained from fain Fraser, 51 Grove Park, Knutsford, 
Cheshire. 
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DOR KNAP 


BOOKINGS FOR 1966 


AS WAS TO BE EXPECTED, Dor Knap featured prominently 
in expressing the mood of Jubilee Year. For many men 
and women (a number of successful mixed parties having 
been held) Toc H has become more real as a result of time 
spent at the Centre and the atmosphere of home has again 
been assured by our cheerful hosts, Tommy and Dorothy 
Trinder. 


A list of bookings for 1966 is printed below. Anyone 
interested in any of these should make early application, 
either through Area Staff or direct to Cyril Cattell at 


Toc H Headquarters. CA.C. 
February 
2-4 Staff Training Conference 
*W/E 4-6 Toc H Volunteers (Leader: Kenneth Pridcaux- 
Brune) 
W/E 11-13 Bristol University Circle 
*W/E 18-20 Marksnicns Weekend “A™ (Leader: R. E. 
Peters) 
W/E 25-27 Warwickshire Senior Scouts 
March 
W/E 4-6 Western Region Central Councillors 
W/E 11-13 BEDS. & HERTS. AREA 
*W/E 18-20 “Life and Work of a Branch” (Leader: Cyril 
Cattell) 
W/E 25-27 East MIDLANDS AREA 
April 
W/E 1-3 SURREY AREA 
*W 5-12 Easter Period—Schools f 
WIE 15-17 OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY AREA 
W/E 22-24 NORTHERN LONDON AREA 
W/E 29-May 1 No booking (Cenlral Council) 
May 
W/E 6-8 West MIDLANDS AREA 
13-14 Stubbings C.E.M.S. 
W/E 14-15 WESTERN AREA ANNUAL MEETING 
16-20 Sutton Sec. Boys’ School, Ellesmere Port 
W/E 20-22 Central Executive 
*WI/E 27-30 Whitsun Conference. Open Day Whit Monday 


O IE EPS xxx 
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June 
W/E 3-5 Bordon Company Quiet Week-end 
6-10 Portsea Sec. Modern School 
W/E 10-12 Sonu Yorks. Disrricr with EAST MIDLANDS 
REA 
W/E 17-19 EASTERN LONDON AREA with SOUTH WESTERN 
REA 
20-24 North End Sec. Modern School, Portsmouth 
W/E 24-26 SOUTH WALES & Mon. AREA with NOITS. & 
DERBY AREA 
July 
W/E 1-3 Norfolk Division 
W/E 8-10 “Northern Special“ (Leaders: Tony Norman 
and Adrian Dudman) 
W/E 15-17 East MIDLANDS AREA 
WI/E 22-24 SOUTH WALES & MON. AREA with Toc H 
VOLUNTEERS 
Augusí 
W 6-13 SOUTH WALES & Mon. AREA WEEK 
*W 13-20 Seniors’ Week (Leader: John Callf) 
>W 20-27 Warden's Week (Leader: Tommy Trinder) 
s 29-Sept. 2 Poperinge Party (Leader: Kenneth Prideaux- 
(Mon.-Fri.) Brune) 
September 
W/E 2-4 SOUTH WALES & MON. AREA EXECUTIVE 
W/E 9-11 yesi MIDLANDS AREA with NORTHERN LONDON 
REA 
W/E 16-18 East MIDLANDS AREA with NORTHERN YOUTI1 
PROJECTS 
W/E 23-25 LINCOLNSHIRE AREA 
W/E 30-2 Oct. SOUTHERN AREA 
October 
WI/E 7-9 KENT AREA with Beps. & HERTS. AREA 
W/E 14-16 Sussex Arca with Ryton-on-Tyne Branch 


(NORTHERN AREA) and Palace Green Branch 
(S. LONDON AREA) 


"W/E 21-23 #First-limers" (Leaders: Cyril Cattell and Bob 

Knight) 
24-26 Branch and District Padres’ Conference 

“W/E 28-30 Marksmen“s Weekend “B“ (Leader: R. E. 
Peters) 

November 

*WIE 4-6 Toc H Volunteers (Leader: John Mitchell) 

*W/E 11-13 Marksmen’s Weekend “C” (Leader: R. E. 
Peters) 

WIE 18-20 Clayton Volunteers (Leader: Kenneth Prideaux- 
Brune) 

*W/E 25-27 „a “On Public Speaking” (Leader: Tony Norman) 


“Indicates Central Parties. W/E= Weekend. W=Week. 
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A. F. Mankelow. 
The Toc H contingent on florse Guards Parade. 


aae 


Remembrance Day 1965 


LES WHEATLEY 


IN RECENT YEARS the total attendance at the Remembrance 
Day Parade and Service in Whitehall has tended to 
diminish. This has been reflected in the smaller numbers 
in the various columns forming the traditional procession. 
Along with this decrease there has been critical comment 
in the press and elsewhere on the relevance of the Act of 
Remembrance. In last January JOURNAL we said, “Can r 
we not determine now to have a record turn-out next 
November?” and we are delighted to report that the Toc H 
contingent numbered seventy-one, an increase of one 

hundred per cent. 


Almost forty lunched at Headquarters afterwards (now 
part of the occasion) and discussed the significance of the 
increase, and other matters. As a result a suggestion has 
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been submitted to the British Legion that the youthful 
element, in such evidence at the Festival of Remembrance 
in the Royal Albert Hall on the previous night. should 
be in evidence also at the Sunday Parade, so that it could 
be not only an occasion for looking back in remembrance 
but also one for looking forward in hope and dedication. 


Mobile Action 
in Bethnal Green 


JOHN DESSAUER 


| THE PSYCHIATRIC REHABILITATION ASSOCIATION, which aims 

lo stimulate initiative and social awareness in those sufľer- 
ing from mental illness, has recently acquired a hostel for 
ex-mental patients. Situated in Bethnal Green, it has been 
visited a number of times by London Mobile Action work 
parties, which have helped with the enormous amount of 
decoration that needs to be done. 


Wantage Mobile Action Group, centred on King Alfred’s 
School, heard of the work of the P.R.A. and arranged for 
eight of its members to spend the half-term weekend holi- 
day working at the centre. They slept in a local hall on 
straw palliasses and cooked their own breakfasts and 
evening meals, while such free time as they had in the 
evenings was spent seeing London. 


Most impressive was the willing way they tackled the 
work and the amount they achieved. So keen were they 
that, although due to finish on the Sunday evening, they 
returned on the Monday to put in another half day. 

This is an outstanding example of a young group pre- 
pared to take the initiative in organising its own activities 
and reflects well on the groundwork put in by Toc H. 


Remembrance 


! WATCHED AND LISTENED to the 
Festival of Remembrance on 
television. I heard again the 
familiar words of Laurence 
Binyon—but now they were 
spoken of those for whom they 
were written—and } knew that 
it was to this place and to this 
occasion, and to all those like 
it throughout Britain, that they 
truly belong. Not to Toc H any 
more; not indeed since our 
meaning of remembrance was 
widened beyond the ranks o! 
those young men who grew not 


old. 


Ľy now everything which 
could be said about (he 
Ceremony of Light has been 
said, many limes. The growing 
desire for change was acknow- 
ledged and answered by the 
offer of alternative words, 


Could we not, then, as a last 
Jubilee gesture, leave the privi- 
lege of using Binyon’s immortal 
words to those whose remem- 
brance is of them for whom the 
poppies fall? 

FREDDIE PETCH 
Hitchin. 


TE 
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Jock of Gibraltar 


THE WELL-TRAVELLED brother 
of an Australian [friend of mine 
decided to make a journey 
round part of the  werla. 
eventually making his way to 
England. lie arrived in 
Gibraltar one night, tired and 
hungry, and nowhere to sleep. 
In desperation he asked an 
English/Spanish policeman 
where he could find a place to 
slay. to which the policeman 
immediately replied “Toc H“, 
where he was taken, and where 
he met “Jock”. and where he 
spent two comfortable nights 
He eventually arrived in 
England where | met him for 
the first time. In telling me 
about his extensive travelling 
experiences, including this one 
in Gibraltar, I realised that the 
warmth and sincerity extended 
to him by “Jock” Brown had 
made a lasting impression upon 
someone who had never met 
Toz H before. lf this is printed 
in the JOURNAL perhaps “Jock” 
will read it and know what a 
wonderful job he is doing. 


AUDREY MOORE 
Watford. 
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Fame Indeed 


WITHIN A FEW MINUTES of 
arriving in Alexandria on holi- 
day I was approached by an 
elderly seedy character, topped 
with a tarboosh, touting to act 
as guide. 


Shaking my head. [ strode 
along with this five foot nothing 
alongside, when he asked me if 
I was an American. This piece 
o[ erroncous assumption 
obviously required appropriate 
correction which I did with a 
look calculated to wither. Not 
a bit of il. however: he fol- 
lowed up by saying “British! 
Do you know Tubby 
Clayton?“, which enquiry out 
of the blue halted me in my 
tracks with a surprise only 
equalled by his when I replied, 
“Yes, very well, and for nearly 
thirty-five years”. 

Whereupon he seemed to 
switch over rather rapidly to 
commendations from “lesser” 
individuals such as the late Sir 
Winston Churchill, the cx- 
C.-in-C. Med., and an impres- 
sive array of British Generals. 
followed by an offer to change 
illegally my money in the black 
market. 

Sir. is 
record? 


this a new Tubby 
A. L. SULLIVAN 


Southampton. 


“No Response” 


IT 1S A MATTER Of very great 
regret to some of us “old 
stagers“ ([ve been a member 
for thirty-five years) to note the 
deplorable drop in membership. 
May I, as a secrelary of some 
twenty-three years’ standing, 
suggest a remedy? If the 


Branch is steadily losing ground 
instead of advancing—sack the 
Sec! The calibre of Secretaries. 


19 


at any rate in my own Area, is 
practically nil. The method 
seems to be to shove the job 
onto any old guy who doesn't 
object, without the slightest 
regard to his capabilities. { 
write more in anger than in 
sorrow. Two months ago I 
wrote letters to four Branches: 
from three [ have had no reply 
at all: from the fourth the 
nature of the reply necessitated 
a further letter from me 
{another 4d.) and after three 
weeks [ am still waiting! 


A successful Secretary means 
a successful Branch. but he 
nevds the strength of a giant, 
the cunning of a monkey, the 
guile of an orator and the skin 
of a rhinoceros, plus one hund- 
red per cent. determination to 
do things his way. The Sezre- 
tary who sits in front of the 
telly and sticks his letters 
behind the clock is of no use 
to God or Toc H, If we are 
to increase and go forward it’s 
up to us all to get busy and. 
for a start, to smarten up the 
Secretaries. A lot depends on 
them. and a Secretary who's 
bone from the neck up is no 
good to Toc H. 


Name and address 


supplied. SENEX 


I HAVE a great deal of sympathy 
with what John Tretheway of 
Malvern writes in his letter in 
September. I sometimes say to 
my Branches that I seem to be 
the only Secretary who ever 
answers letters! But this dis- 
courtesy is not confined to 
Toc H. How many of us have 
written to invite a speaker and 
had to wait two or three weeks, 
only to get a negative reply? 


REG BARKWAY 
Eastbourne. 
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The Festival 


I WOULD LIKE TO REPLY to 
Maurice Piper's letter of last 
Seplember. With regard lo his 
comments on the younger 
blood in the audience | would 
like him to know that 
Levenshulme Branch also 
attended the Festival and for 
us---the younger blood—ihis 
was the most wonderful Toc H 
get-together we have ever 
known. The atmosphere in the 
Albert Hall that Saturday night 
was truly fantastic. One of our 
members had, in his own words. 
‘his night made” when Tubby 
shook hands with him as he 
made his way lo the platform. 


I had the privilege of taking 
our Lamp up on to the plat- 
form to be lit by Angus Ogilvy 
and for me this was the most 
wonderful moment | have 
experienced so far in Toc H. 

1 say, on behalf of the whole 
of Levenshulme Branch, thank 
you to the organisers of such 
a truly wonderful night which 
showed us younger ones that 
Toc H is still alive and kicking. 


CHRISTINE M. McCuLI.OUGH 
Cheadle. 
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The Task Ahead 


Up TO THE START of Jubilee 
Year [ got the impression 
Toc H was hiding itseli under 
a cloak. But with 1965 things 
have been very different. The 
organising of Festival Commit- 
tees and publication of Toc H 
leaflets, etc. have led to activity 
the world over. 


Our light has shone forth. I 
hope Headquarters will stress 
in the JOURNALS for 1966 that 
we must not sit back because 
1965 is over. There is much 
good work to be done by the 
younger generation. Let us 
make it attractive to them and 
they will not fail us. 


GEORGE TOWNEND 
Melon Mowbray. 


Pen Friendship 


Len Bisnop of our Kingston- 
on-Thames Branch has sold 
just on 700 Toc H Jubilee pens 
to date and is still “selling 
strong“. No mean performance 
—and Yd be interested to know 
if anyone can beat it. 


BILL VERRALL 
Thames Ditton. 


Mark Well! 


JUBILEE YEAR WAS A GREAT YEAR. Leaving aside the pomp 
and circumstance, one of our best memories will be of 
the garden at Mark XVI, Swindon. The Marksmen, under 
chief gardener Mark Lane (shades of Tower Hill!) and 
Peter Budd (with natural horticultural advantages! ), had 
lots of colour to beautify the Mark. Not forgetting vege- 
lables and well tended grass. This sort of pride is a virtue. 


Good show! 
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Promotion of District Teams 
V. Attack of the D.1.s 


JOHN CALLF 


THE ARTICLES THUS FAR in this series have suggested that 
the “Promotion of District Teams” is a good idea, and 
that where it is made to work it works well. Nevertheless 
there is also plenty of evidence that in some Areas the 
implications of the scheme have not been fully understood, 
or not fully accepted, or else not fully applied. 


How this imperfect application affects Area Teams need 
not concern this present article; here [ am only concerned 
with District Teams. My own belief in the vital role of 
District Teams dates back to the day when, at the tender 
age of nineteen, I found myself a District Secretary. | 
remember our planned extension programme of starting 
one new group every year, which we maintained. I also 
remember the time when I forgot to put stamps on the 
letters convening the next meeting. A record attendance 
turned up to tell me what they thought of me. We certainly 
took advantage of our opportunities, whether serious or 
slapstick! 


Political cynics are heard nowadays to say that all 
governments look the same, and by the same token some 
cynics within Toc H may be saying that the new style 
District Team looks just like the old. If that be so, then 
a great opportunity for more efficient leadership at grass- 
roots level is being wasted. Efficiency is the key word, the 
minimum expenditure of man-hours for the maximum 
amount of effect. Branches, understandably, will not send 
their best (and usually busiest) men if they think it will be 
largely a waste of time, with negligible profit to Toc H in 
general or their own Branch in particular. We can all 
think of District Teams whose monthly mectings have 
become a clearing house for grumbles and long rambling 
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reports by representatives who haven’t worked out before- 
hand what they wanted to say, but feel that they've got 
all night in front of them to say it. 


Where a District Team has done little to deserve the 
confidence of the Branches it will be treated, at best, as 
an irrelevance to be ignored and, at worst, an interference 
strongly to be resisted. In Second Wind (p. 55) I wrote of 
Branches opposed to the “Promotion of District Teams” 
because it meant being “judged“" by District Teams which 
they knew very well rather than by remote Area Guards of 
the Lamp which they didn’t know at all. Perhaps the 
blame for this sorry state of things was fifty-fifty as 
between the District Teams and the Branches concerned; 
on the one hand no competence and on the other no con- 
fidence. It is up to each District Team then, to earn its 
own good reputation and it can be said to have arrived 
when the Branches come to treat it as a bit of “Us” and 
not a bit of “Them”. 


In last June's JOURNAL Les Brooke described how their 
District Team in Western Area met bi-monthly, with the 
District Officers meeting in the alternate months to survey 
the situation and plan for the next full Team meeting. 
Where District Officers have the full confidence of the rest 
of the Team this means that a lot of their recommendations 
and ideas can be accepted at the full meeting without a 
great deal of time wasted or “reference back to 
Branches”, leaving plenty of opportunity for profitable 
digging of fresh ground. 


A District Team meeting is a failure unless it has done 
the following: — 

(1) Extracted some really useful idea or experience from 
each man (Communication). 

(2) Given each man some new idea to take back with 
him (Training). 

(3) Done something towards starting Toc H in a new 
locality (Extension). 

(4) Done something to strengthen the more struggling 
units (Consolidation). 
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The first and most important contribution that any 
District Team can make is to be its own best example of 
how things should be done. Which means that the Chair- 
man has got to show how to squeeze all the juice out of 
a meeting. The ideal Chairman is one who can, with 
geniality, shut down the “wafflers" and open up the 
oysters, and extract all the significance, the humour and 
human interest from each situation. He needs to know and 
appreciate the qualities of the key men in all the Branches. 
The Secretary needs to be an example of efficiency, and 
the other officers likewise masters of their art, teaching 
all the time by the very way they go about their business. 


For them the Team meeting should be an opportunity 
for training, for hammering home some good sound 
practical stuff on how to make Branches better Branches. 
Instead of the long rambling reports on anything or 
nothing, let there be time al each meeting for concentrated 
atlention upon one particular aspect of Branch life. Some- 
thing rather like this occasionally appears on District and 
Area Agendas as “Part [[—Discussion". The snag is (hal, 
more often than not, routine business takes so long that 
people are melting away for buses and trains by the time 
“Part If” is reached, so that it rarely gets off the ground. 


This is not a problem peculiar to Toc H. In my own 
church Session we found that time after time our equiva- 
lent of Part II, a general discussion on some aspect of 
church leadership or Bible study, had to be postponed until 
the next meeting because we had taken two hours or more 
on routine business. We came to realise that there is only 
one simple answer, and that is to take Part II first, and 
give it a definite allotted time, three-quarters of an hour or 
more. whilst minds are still fresh. Part I can be dealt with 
afterwards, perhaps all the more briskly: time is now 
limited and, as Doctor Johnson said of the death sentence, 
“it concentrates a man’s thoughts wonderfully”. 


It cannot be said too frequently that one of the devil's 
ways of making good men useless is to get them elected 
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to committees and then persuade them to waste the 
most time on those things which are the least important. 
Why should we be mugs and fall for this? Why play it the 
way he wants it? Why not make il a point of honour that 
the big issues get the biggest share of the time? 


What sort of subjects can we deal with in our District 
Team discussions? Surely the list is endless, but it is up 
to the District Officers not just to take pot luck, but to 
chart a course of topics that will best minister to the needs 
of the Branches—sheer planned training. For example, are 
ihe Branches weak on padres, or are the padres not being 
used to the full? Then let a session be given over to a 
pooling of problems and of experiences of how padres 
have been recruited and of how their limited time is put 
to good use. Best of all. of course, if there is a District 
Padre to head this up! Or take contact with schools. 
Some units may be fighting shy of what they regard as a 
job for specialists only, whilst other Branches may have 
bags of information about their own successful exploits: 
put it all into the pool. and let the District Officers add 
what they have gleaned upon the subject from JOURNAL 
articles and other sources. 


So we could go on... . Each District Officer will need 
his own special evening—the District Jobmaster on job- 
mastery, the District Secretary on the importance of 
organisational efficiency. And if a new book comes out 
from Headquarters one of them should read it and assess 
il at a forthcoming Team meeting. The same goes for some 
of the older books too, just to make sure that their value 
is being extracted to the benefit of Branch life. 


Our cynics will say that I have been busily painting a 
picture of some kind of super-Branch. I don’t mind plead- 
ing guilty to that! The whole object of promoting a 
District Team is to turn it into a responsible and highly 
eflicient team of men who can see a real job to be done. 
When that is true it will be well on the way to becoming, 


in the words of the old pre-war leaflet. “the keenest and 
liveliest unit in the District”. 


aa EEE 


TOC H JOURNAL 


25 


ARTIES TO 
OPERINGE 


1966 


EVENTS IN POPERINGE last Summer startled quite a number 
of people. Still more members have now revised their 
traditional belief that Talbot House has little to contribute 


to the Toc H of the future. 


Applications to join a party should be made to the 
person whose address is given below. 


APRIL 7-12, EASTER IN BELGIUM 
(mixed party with usual trips, 
including Brussels and Bruges). 
W. J. Harris, Toc H Centre, 
31 Shakespeare St., Nottingham. 


APRIL 18-25, SCHOOLS WORKS 
PROJECT. Cost, £14. JOHN 
MrrcheLu, Toc M Projects 
Centre, 41 Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3. 


APRIL 25-29, PRIVATE PARTY 
from Eastleigh, Hants. 


APRIL 30-May 7, Sussex & 
Yorks. party, mixed. Including 
the Procession of the Holy 
Blood. Bruges. Miss Ruby 
Retr, 22 Mountfield Gardens, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 


May 7-14, Wokinc JOINT 
PARTY. ALF J. SEYMOUR, "Aston 
Rowant“. Bullbeggars Lane, 


Horsell, Woking, Surrey. 


May 14-21. COLCHESTER W.A. 
BrancH. Mrs. J FLETCHER, 226 


St. Andrews Avenue, Col- 
chester, Essex. 

May 28-31 (WniTsun). MID- 
NORTHANTS Party. A. T. 


Dickins, 10 Kingsley Avenue. 
Kettering. 


IUNE 2-6. OVERSEAS ASSEMBLY. 
Overseas applications to 
MARTIN, Toc “FH TRONS 
Trinity Square, E.C.3. 


JuLy 23-30, MIXED PARTY. Five 
days in Bruges and two days 


al the Old House, including 
day excursion to Holland. Co- 
Leaders, “Mac” A, 4 
MANKELOW and “SKEG” 


BLANCHARD. Details from the 
latter at Toc H H.O.. 15 Trinity 
Square, E.C.3. 


July 31-AuGusT 12, POPERINGE 
AND Paris with excursions from 
both places. CHARLES JACKSON, 
a3 Beechwood Avenue, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


AUGUST [5-19, WINANT 
VOLUNTEERS. 
SEPTEMBER — 8-12, WELLING 


[BRANCH CAR CAVALCADE (party 
fully booked). 


SEPTEMBER 12-16, WETERANS’ 
PARTY. Leader, BRIAN DICKSON. 
Applications to G. MARTIN, 
Toc H H.O., 15 Trinity Sguare, 
Eee 
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POPERINGE — WHAT NEXT? 


GEOFF MARTIN 


ALTHOUGH MEMBERS HAVE BEEN GOING to the Old House 
in steadily increasing numbers during the last fifteen years 
its impact has been almost entirely on visiting British 
members rather than on the townspeople. It was as though 
the heavy doors, which opened so readily to welcome the 
British, were a barrier through which the Belgians were 
not expected to pass. Nothing could have been farther 
from our intention; it just happened that way. 


All that has now changed. During the past year hundreds 
of local friends have crossed the threshold to see the 
house and savour its homeliness for the first time. Belgian 
homes are opening increasingly to visiting British. If the 
purpose of Toc H is to break down the barriers which 
separate people, I wonder if we yet fully realise how 
unique an advantage we have in owning a house on the 
Continent? 


A cheerful acquaintanceship formed now ripens into 
something much deeper the next time we go there. We 
become buddies; they know us by name, and we learn to 
pronounce their names. Someone recognises us and waves 
a greeting from a passing car; or we happen across them 
along the narrow pavement of Gasthuisstraat, or in the 
Square. “How are you Sid? Has Jack come with you?” 
M. Reničre is at the door of his café “Ah, this is good to 
see you! Yes, we are all very good thank you.” Coffee 
follows. Or turn right into the Oud Vlaenderen, where 
there will be a certain welcome from Valére or Madame 
Madeleine, and an exchange of news of other friends. 


And this is the very stuff of which lasting friendships 
are made. On a Saturday night in October there was a 
party at the house for all the hosts of the Jubilee weekend. 


TOC H JOURNAL 21 


About eighty came, including five priests and the leaders 
of the three political parties. First they crammed into the 
dining room on the ground floor for wine and biscuits, 
then upstairs into the lounge where a priest from the 
College showed his excellent transparencies of the Jubilee 
celebrations. There were chairs for forty, and the rest, 
somehow, found standing-room at the back, perspiring 
gently in the closest fellowship. 


Finally to the Upper Room, and there another priest, 
the Principal of the College, led family prayers. So what? 
Just this: “We must keep up this momentum. Let us 
seize every opportunity of getting to know each other as 
friends, and be content to let the next step reveal itself 
as time passes.” This genuine sentiment was expressed, 
through an interpreter, by the Vicar of Notre Dame. ït 
points the way ahead for years to come. 


“ . .. Grant that the friendships formed between us 
here in Toc H..." Amen. 


Ernie says: 


it’s my Job to introduce the 
speaker. | don’t know what 


he’s going to talk about... 
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Elder Brethren 


we will remember them 


Beal.—On November 7. Frederick Beal. aged 78. of Plymouth 
Branch. Elected 24.1.49. 

Cawsey.—On November 6. Frederick G. Cawsey, M.B.E. a 
Central General Branch member, Elected 1.7.21 

Cearns.—On October 24. Percy Leonard Cearns, of Christchurch 
with Southbourne Branch, formerly of Woodford Branch. 
Elected 22.1.31. 

de Stein. — On November 3. Sir Edward de Stein. aged 78, a 
Western London Area member. Elected March 1924. 

Edwards.—On October 6. John Edwards, aged 67. a founder 
member of Hope & Caergwrle Branch. Elected 23.7.°52. 

Fletcher.—On November 14, Arthur Edward Ernest Fletcher, 
aged 73. of Aldwick Joint Branch. Elected 3.6.59. 

Fyfe.—On June 13, Sir William Hamilton Fyfe, aged 86. a 
President of Toc H. Elected January 1924. 

Hockin.—On October 16, William Hockin, aged 73, a founder 
member of Calstock Branch. Elected 14.6.37. 

Hull.—On October 2. Albert Hull. of Bishop Auckland Branch. 
Elected 10.1.44. 

Logan.—On August 26, Donald M. Logan. aged 72. of Paisley 
Branch. Elected 1 7.55. 

Park.—On October 26, the Rev. Ronald Park. aged 79, one-time 
member of Al! Hallows Clergy staff and House Chaplain at 
42 Trinity Square. Elected 8.6.25. 

Raven—In October. John William Raven, aged 61, of 
Barkingside Branch. Elected 28.2.°62. 

Rogers.—On November 1, William Charles Rogers. aged 74, of 
Orpington Branch. Elected November 1948. 

Seymour.—On November 4, John Seymour, aged 62, of West 
Pinchbeck Branch. Elected 17.6.39. 

Preece.—On October 19, the Rev. Edwin George Preece, once 
of Knutsford Ordination Test School and an East Midlands 
Arca member. Elected 1.1.22. 

Smith.—On August 10, Arthur Smith, aged 66, a founder 
member of Hope & Caergwrle Branch, Elected 23.7.52. 
Stevens.—On November 16, Norman Frank Stevens. aged 59, 

of Havant Branch. Elected 8.12.°55. 


Stevenson.—On November 22. Joseph Stevenson, aged 49, of 
Gretna Branch. Elected 15.8.50. 
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Therne.—On June 21, Frederick Louis Thorne. aged 69. a 
Surrey Arca member. Elected 31.12.’50. 


Torvaney.—On October 20. the Rev. William Richard Torvaney. 
aged 72. Padre of Aberdeen Branch. Elected 27.12.°34. 


Unné.—On Scptember 18, Frank Ernest Unne, a Central General 
Branch member. Elected 6.4.°34. 


Wright.—On November 9. George E. Wright. aged 90. of 
Shoreham-by-Sea Branch, Elected 14.1.25. 


PNP IN” 
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Toc Hi Takes the Plunge 


ROLAND PEPPER 


tne RPV LEN LAGI PPA LPN PR GLA GENEAN INGA ADA GIAY 


MELTON MOWBRAY IN LEICESTERSHIRE was a town with- 
out an indoor swimming bath. It had the celebrated 
Melton Mowbray pork pies, Stilton Cheese and hunting, 
but no bath—that is until Toc H took a hand. The local 
Branch decided that the provision of a bath was well over- 
due, and in October 1955 they called a public meeting, 
where it was unanimously agreed that Melton needed an 
indoor, heated swimming bath. From this meeting the 
Melton Mowbray Swimming Bath Association was formed 
and appropriately its first Chairman was the Toc H Branch 
Chairman: another member was made Treasurer, and yet 
another served on the various money-raising commiltees. 


Many and varied were the ways of raising funds, and 
at the outset Melton Toc H ran dances and handed over 
the proceeds to the Association. In June 1956 a garden 
party was held in the grounds of a local school, the fore- 
runner of many successful carnivals. Toc H again came 
into its own and took upon itself the task of organising 
the side-shows, many of which were run by Toc H mem- 
bers—men and women. 

The Branch decided that attractive fronts for the side- 
shows would enhance things, and these were made and 
painted in the Branch room. The fact that each front 
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Leicester Mercury 


Opening nivht of the Melton Mowbray Swimming Rath. 


measured 8 6 by 6 6. and the room at that time was 
not much bigger than the normal living room, called for 
much patience and not a little agility from each member. 

The Swimming Bath Association was ultimately re- 
sponsible for raising nearly £100,000—very nearly the 
whole capital cost of the bath—which the local Council 
agreed to take over on completion. 

It was opened on May 8, 1965, by the Marquess of 
Exeter, and members of the men’s and women’s Branches 
were invited to the ceremony. The original Chairman of 
the Toc H Branch, George Atkinson, who held office when 
the vital decision was first made to call a public meeting 
nearly ten years earlier, had in 1960 become Warden of 
Dor Knap. It was most fitting that he should be invited 
to return and unveil a bronze plaque to commemorate the 
opening of the Mellon Mowbray Swimming Bath, a bath 
designed by a local architect. built by a local builder, with 
money raised locally, from an idea that was born in the 
local Branch of Toc H. 


€ 
| 
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Around the World 


INN TOC H 
OVERSEAS 


India Reports 


A CABLE RECEIVED as we go to print tells of the death of 
Lt.-Col. “Sam” Rasalam, Deputy Commissioner in Tndia. 
At the moment we have no details to add to this totally 
unexpected and grievous news, but we hope to include an 
appreciation in the February JOURNAL. Sam’s unquenchable 
optimism and enthusiasm leave us with memories which 
we who knew him will always enjoy. Many of us came to 
know him well when he was in Britain in 1962 and our 
sympathy for Mrs. Rasalam and her family is profound. 


In December JOURNAL there was a well deserved tribute 
to the Jubilee number of the Lamp of India of which Sam 
himself was Editor. This most ambitious production, 
over fifty pages showing forty-six photographs, gives a 
history of Toc H in India and contains contributions from 
twelve Branches and groups. Photographs of the Leper 
work of the Palayamkottai Branch and Trivandrum s 
Gough Hill Chapel have been sent to us. and we are there- 
fore reprinting the relative extracts from this special 
number, First, Palayamkoltai: — 

Rev. M. S. Jesudason the Padre brought the intense desire to 
serve and dare. The poor people of the town. among whom were 
many lepers, were rendered homeless by an unprecedented flood. 
It offered an opportunity for Toc H to enter into the service of 
the poor. With great difficulty the leper families were separated 
and about cightcen huts were built for them at a cost ol about 
Rs. 3000. The N.C.C. made a matching grant. Sharing the joys 
and sorrows of the lepers is a wonderful experience and at the 
same time a very hard and dificult one. The lepers who had 
known the worst of life could not be tackled easily. The factions 


and animosity existing among them is not casy to solve. ft is 
only God who could give us victory in this venture. 
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Palayamkottai members feeding children at the Leprosarium run by the Branch. 


The children o. the poor and those of the lepers had to be 
taken care af. The daring trust in God of Rev. M. S. Jesudason 
enabled us to help put the children in orphanages at 
Christianagaram and Petai. About twenty-one of them are now 
being cared for. Eleven cents of land has been donated by one 
Mr. Chelladurai for building an orphans home. 


In the same article a fascinating glimpse of the Branch’s 
evangelistic work is also given. 


it was in the little village of Mallakulam about nine miles from 
Palayamkotlai that a determined group's work was demonstrated. 
After steady evangelistic work the village people, about sixty souls. 
were willing to leave their old gods and accept Christ as their 
master, and to make a new beginning in the lile o. their village 
as a whole. But the chief obstacle was the devil dancer of the 
Silage who put up a sult fight as he fell that his gods wouid do 
them harm if he became a Christian. But at last he too came 
round, but with the proviso that their gods and their belongings. 
viz the brass lamp and dancing clothes should be removed from 
their surroundings by somebody bold enough to do it. On a sunny 
day, Mr. Jesubatham with some of the members dared to take 
their gods and their belongings, put them into the hold of his 
car and carried them wholesale to Palayamkollai. This turned the 
tids. The brass lamps were exchanged for a gong for the newly 
built Church It was a gloriously happy day when the Church was 
dedicated by Bishop Jebaraj to the glory of God. 


ENN 
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And now Trivandrum:— 


The Branch has acquired some land on the top of a hill 
outside the City and is now engaged in putting up a small 
Chapel with its own meagre resources. The Branch calls 
this splendid effort their Gough Hill Project and considers 
this as their number one job. The Chapel is going up in the 
centre of Hindu villages. A congregation of some thirty 
non-Christian families is using it for divine worship on 
Sundays. Members of Trivandrum make a point of con- 
ducting the services regularly and visiting the houses of 
the congregation. 

While thinking of India, some very recent news of 
Bombay Branch has come from Cyril Pasgon. 

ar First of all. let me tell you the good news that in Delhi we 

1 have been able to start a group. It's a real good mixed group. 
with South and North Indians with Lutherans. Anglicans and 
Baptists, old and young, well-to-do and not so well-to-do. 

Due to the lighting restrictions, we in Bombay were not able 
lo meet for some time and so a number of matters are kept in 
abeyance. We are meeting on this Thursday and will have to 
consider many items: The Jubilee celebrations, Get-together of 


the Junior Wing, group status to Delhi, matters pertaining to 
Tubby’s Nursery School, World Chain of Light, etc. 


Wit amet TA 
VU A IZ.) 
sail 


AREA NEWS 


SOUTHERN 


The following news item appeared in a local paper under the 
heading. “Saved by Bell": — 

“The value of the warning bells installed in some elderly folks’ 
homes at Hayling Island by the local Toc H Branch was 
dramatically demonstrated recently 


A member of Toc H told me that an elderly woman living on 
the Island was cooking a meal for her absent husband when the 
frying pan burst into flames. The woman, who was prone to 
blackouts, almost collapsed, but before doing so she managed to 
teach one of the switches and sound the warning bell. Neighbours 
came running and found the woman unconscious on the floor 
and flames leaping from the frying pan on the stove. They were 
able to quell the blaze and thus prevent what might well have 
been a tragedy.” 


it was FľayLiNG ISLAND who pioneered the Warning Bell 
scheme in the Southern Area, and the system which they intro- 
duced has now been used in modified forms by a number of 
other Branches in this Area. At the start. they considered the 
values of the two alternative schemes. these being Flashing Lights. 
or Warning Bells. The Warning Bell was chosen, because at all 
limes the bell is more likely to draw attention; it being possible 
for a flashing light to go unnoticed, especially during the late 
hours of the night. A battery-operated bell was chosen as it is 
cheaper, casier to fit, and perfectly safe. The excuse of “having 
a look at the battery” also gives an opportunity of paying a 
regular visit to the elderly person living alone. 


The members have prepared a report setting out full details of 
their experience in such matters as the best type of switch to 
use and where best to place it. No doubt they would be willing to 
sena it to any Branch contemplating starting a scheme of this 
sind. 


FRED BROOKER 
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SURREY and SUSSEX 


On a very frosty New Year's day Adrian Dudman and Don 
Wilde. who were later to go to Central Africa with the “D.E. 
"Team", joined the writer on a visit to Horsell in Woking. There we 
mel two young pcople anxious to try and express Toc H. They 
jumped at the idea of what they called a “Splinter Group™. and 
there and then decided ihat Mobile Action was for them. 


It's a long story from that day, but suffice it to say that many 
jobs have been undertaken, decorating, gardening. patching. 
mending radios, and regular visiting of a growing number of the 
old and handicapped. but always tools and man-power have been 
a problem 


Then a bright idea: what about a Shower Barbecue? " What's 
that?”, all the ignorant ask. Well, on the American principle of 
the “Room Party” we had our barbecue in the grounds of one 
of the members at Chobham; to gain entry one had to bring a 
tool. or paint, or something useful to the young people in their 
work. It was a great success, and the results of the evening were 
a collection of spades, forks, paint and paint brushes, a bucket 
AND four new Volunteers. 


All their new-found “wealth” was in evidence when the local 
paper heard the story and followed them to their next job, which 
was to decorate and lidy the modest home of a seventy-seven 
year old widow whose house and surroundings hadn't been 
touched for many years. There followed this well-deserved head- 
line in the local paper: ‘The Go-ahead Generation—They 
Brighten the Lives of the Needy.” 


This indeed is Toc H. through Mobile Action, involved in a 
community: the job came from the Council of Social Service. 
the National Assistance Board footed the bill, and we found the 
tools and the hands. Ray FABES 


SOUTH WESTERN 


Plymouth District gave the Area a flying start into Jubilce 
Year with the well attended Service at the Methodist Central 
Hall, Plymouth, last January. 


It was not until a Saturday in late October that the all-Area 
Jubilee Festival was held at Torquay, attended by more than 
two hundred. During the afternoon we had an exhilarating 
sermon from Bob Knight at a Service conducted by the two 
Honorary Area Padres, Peter Eustice and Percy Sands. Following 
a tea prepared by members of the Torquay and Paignton Women’s 
Association Branches, there was a Guest-night in Torquay Town 
Hall which opened traditionally with a sing-song worthy of 
earlier days. The principal speaker was Col. Ferris St. George 
of Tetbury, who spoke of his visit to Poperinge on the occasion 
of the Jubilee week-end there. He linked this with the importance 
of Toc H in the future remaining firmly rooted in the principles 
of the Four Points of the Compass. CHARLES WAKE 
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WESTERN 


On October 26 our members were honoured by a visit (o 
Bristol from the Vice-Patron of Toc H, the Hon. Angus Ogilvy. 
who had travelled down to join in our Jubilee Thanksgiving 
Service. During the afternoon he called in for tea at the Toc S 
Centre. and after supper as guest of the Lord Mayor at the 
Mansion House he joined the eight hundred ioc H members 
and friends in Bristol Cathedral for the Service which was con- 
ducted by the Dean, Canon D. E. W. Harrison. The preacher 
was Dr. F. Greeves, Principal of Didsbury Methodist Training 
College. 


Afterwards there was a Civi: Reception in the City Museum 
and Art Gallery. at which Mr, Ogilvy got to know a great many 
of us. He made a tremendous hit with the Greathouse Branch 
from the Cheshire Home near Chippenham. and his signing of 
autographs for them threatened to produce a flood of requests 
which had inevitably to be curtailed! 


Clevedon Mercury 


Nothing to lose but their chains! Branch officers after their “investiture” 
at Naibea’s tenth birthday party. 


_ To celebrate its tenth Anniversary NalLSEA Branch held a 
loc H Week, September 20-27. Operations included a shop 
window display and a campaign to enlist the voluntary help of 
car owners for oulings or emergency transport for elderly folk. 
A meeting of representatives of all the voluntary societies in the 
town, from Girt Guides to British Legion, has resulted in a 
Welfare Services Committee to pool knowledge and co-ordinate 


O 
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action. There was a full church for the Toc H Thanksgiving 
Service and the week ended with a most hilarious supper party 
prepared by the members. At this supper distinguished guests 
and Branch Officers were invested with various chains of office, 
bearing such proud titles as the “Order of Scrooge” and “Keeper 
of the Files and Master of the Lost Agenda“. This lively weck 
has put the Branch on the map and added at least four to its 


number. JOHNNIE MACMILLAN 


OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY 


From Maidenhead have come two reports of breaking fresh 
ground. The first relates to the Jubilee 24-hour Vigil, which was 
maintained in a side chapel of SI. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
church. The second is that a local Mobile Action group has been 
formed recently and is now carrying out a number of local 
jobs including the re-decorating of old people’s houses and garden 
digging. This has also caused the Mayor of Maidenhead to call a 
meeting of local voluntary organisations so that offers of help 
now coming in from local youth organisations may be channelled 
in the direction of the old and the handicapped. A number of 
youth clubs and schools have already expressed an interest and are 
anxious that the scheme be got under way as quickly as possible. 
John Mitchell and Jenny Day of Toc H Projects Centre and 
pioneers of Mobile Action were speakers at the inaugural mecting 
at Maidenhead Town Hall which was chaired by the Mayor. 


DERICK PARSONS 


SOUTH WALES & MONMOUTHSHIRE 


Last November, al a ceremony attended by about a hundred 
people, the Chief Scout for Wales, Chris Cory, presented Henry 
Fronwen, in 1929 founder member of Ystrad Mynach Branch, 
with the Scouts’ highest award, the Silver Wolf, for his fifty-six 
years’ service to the Association. Henry staried a Scout Group 
in Ysirad Mynach in 1915 and owing to the great interest taken 
by the Branch in Scouting it is now known as the Ist Ystrad 
Mynach Toc H Scout Group. 


A church centre in Aberdare was broken into by vandals who 
left it in an appalling condition. A member fram Cardiff offered 
the help of Toc H so a parly of Toc H Volunteers, members of a 
Training College and of Roath and Treforest Branches spent 
a Saturday completely redecorating the room, the Aberdare 
Mothers’ Union providing refreshments including fish and chips. 


In October our second new Branch in South Wales was pre- 
sented with its Lamp by Padre Colin Cuttell in the beautiful old 
church at LLANTWIT MAJOR. Members of ten Branches attended. 
Since its formation the new Branch has helped to start Scouting 
in Llantwit, has organised an emergency call service to the 
hospital at Bridgend, and raised moncy for outings for the elderly. 

GEORGE ATKINSON 
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EAST ANGLIA 


lek is the creation of Ken Browning, and is an excellent 
Mae rod. Over six feet high and completely armour-plated, 
he weighs about two hundredweight and looks formidable. Thanks 
to an internal microphone he can talk in true Dalek tongue, and 
is fully mobile. His decorated exterior was completed only after 
the purchase of a large quantity of jelly moulds from Woolworths! 
He caused great consternation when he was taken down the main 
street to have his parts welded. Poor old Ken couldn't sce if 
the traffic lights were green or red and a car behind hooted 
impatiently till Ken turned his ray gun on i and the Jaguar 
reversed in alarm. The police said the Dalek mustn’t go up Pier 
Avenue again but fortunately they didn’t say he couldn't go down! 


East Essex Gazette 


The Clacton Dalek" takes over the town. 


During the next few months the Dalek appeared at fétes and 
other functions, raising money for the physically handicapped, 
War-on-Want, and spaslics, by giving sixpenny rides to children. 
When the film “Dr. Who and the Daleks" appeared at the local 
cinema he was immediately hired by the Manager, bringing in a 
donation of five pounds. After four or five hectic months the 
Dalek is now at rest in the Bedfont Spastics Motel, where he 
publicises this great humanitarian cause. 
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Since then there have been other Clacton exploits. An appeal 
for £250 for a Guide Dog for a local blind fan SOSA passed 111 
target and now funds for a second dog are being raised. 


To assist the Etembeni Appeal we brought the Luton Girls’ 
Choir back to Clacton. A mammoth publicity campaign, handsome 
programmes paid for by advertisements, a civic welcome for the 
girls. .. all this resulted in a packed house, a wonderful 
evening, and £150 towards the cause. GORDON MINSHULL 


EAST MIDLANDS 


WELLINGBOROUGH Branch aims to sell 2,500 copics of a 
magazine cntilled "Sound an Alarm“. The contents include 
articles describing the work of Hinwick Home, the history of 
Wellingborough town and also of Toc H in Wellingborough. The 
income from this Jubilee effort will be used to install an alarm 
system in the extension of the Hinwick Home for handicapped 
boys, many of whom are victims of muscular dystrophy. 


Members of the Branch give practical help at Hinwick Home 
twice every weck all the year round, and so learn how brave 
these boys can be in bearing their misfortune. They sense the 
great distress and terror which might overcome any one of the 
boys should he be taken ill during the night, and they long to 
succeed in installing the alarm system so that a cry for help can 
be heard and immediately acted upon by the staff in charge. 


If there are any Branches which would like to help by selling 
the magazine the price is Is. 6d. and copies may be obtained from 
Bill Whittle, 118 Highfield Road, Wellingborough, Northants. 


COLIN STEVENSON 


NORTHERN LONDON 


The mobile Jubilee Exhibition organised by UppER BRENT 
District has been going the rounds. Its first location was at 
Barnet, where it was opened by Alderman K. G. Pamplin, the 
first Mayor of the London Borough of Barnet. It has since 
appeared almost everywhere in the District and in several places 
a barrel-organ has been used not to collect moncy but to give the 
Exhibition publicity. WHETSTONE Branch claims two immediate 
new members from this, with promise of more. Their “gimmick” 
was to get into the Exhibition all the people who were waiting 
at the neighbouring bus-stop, promising that cach would be called 
when his or her bus arrived, a promise which was faithfully kept! 
When the Exhibition went to Porrers BAR, the Branch invited 
other voluntary bodies to co-operate in making it a display of all 
the service activities in the town and, whilst this reduced the 
amount of Toc H material which could be shown, it proved a 
very worthwhile experiment. The Chairman of the Urban District 
Council asked our members to make it an annual event and this 
they agreed to do. MAYNE ELSON 


—— 
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John Swainston 


The Toc H secondhand book stall in Romford Market. 


EASTERN LONDON 


Romford Market is one of the busiest east of London and 
swarms with visilors from a wide area. RomMrorD Branch has been 
taking advantage of this situalion for many months now by 
running a bookstall to raise funds for its film unit activities which 
have brought much entertainment to hospitals, old folks’ homes, 
etc. This venture also serves to bring Toc H in a most unusual 
way to the notice of all those visiting this famous old Market. 


Help with the supply of second-hand books is essential if the 
success of this venture is to continue. Encouraged by the receipt 
of books from Dartford Branch and others, Romford invites 
Branches who are able to offer books, particularly paper-backs, 
to get in touch with George Cross. 30 Park Lane, Hornchurch, 
Essex. Replenishment of stocks is greatly needed after the 
Christmas sales rush in the Market. ERNIE WooD 


Soun: Easr Essex District organised a highly successful Con- 
cert on October 20 at the Clifľs Pavilion at Southend. They 
were fortunate in obtaining the services of the Freda Parry Choir 
and of Denis Matthews as soloist and more than six hundred 
were in the audience. This was not run as a financial effort, but 
more for Toc H publicity; nevertheless the proceeds were about 
£100 which will be devoted to keeping up the film shows given 
lo hospitals and homebound people, the broadcast service run 
by the District. and the outings for handicapped people in the 
Districts specially adapted coach. The concert itself was broad- 
cast ‘live’ to the local hospitals and Old People’s Home. 

MAYNE ELSON 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


RUGES, BELGIUM. — Toc H parties and 
individual visitors to this lovely old city are 
offered good accommodation and excellent meals 
in a very friendly atmosphere a1 HOTEL JACOBS. 
Within easy reach of coast and other famed Cities 


of Art. 


English spoken, strongly recommended. 


Write for brochure and terms to Mr. Jules Lictaert, 
Hotel Jacobs, 1 Baliestraat, Bruges, Belgium 


HIS YEAR come to Warden 

L Manor for a happy holiday in 
Toc II spirit. This historic Manor 
House is in u lovely setting on the 
Isle of Sheppey amidst unspoilt 
countryside by sea edge. Terms from 
£6. 15s. to £7. 15s. weekly full board. 
Tennis and all games free. Comfort- 
able beds. Extended season this year, 
open June 25—Sepiember 17. Also 
open Easter and Whitsun. Confer- 
ences welcome spring and autumn. 
Write John Cole, 1 Warrior Square 
Terrace, St. Leonards on Sea, Sussex. 


OOK AT ONCE for any season 
WD during this historic year which 
our Borough is celebrating (1066- 
1966). Small friendly hotel, catering 
for readers of this JOURNAL and 
members all denominations, wel- 
comes you and only charges normal 
prices. Winter terms, twin-bedded 
from 7 gns. to 9 gns, each including 
extras (early tea, coffees, afternoon 
tea, baths), and heated bedroom. No 
gratuities. 4 meals daily. 2 lounges, 
television. Reduction for couples 
after 4 weeks. Tariff for summer 
Prices on request. Situated in premier 
position near Pavilion, sun lounge, 
medical baths, churches. Qwn beach 
hut. NZRMANHURST Pte Hotel, Sea 
Front, St. Leonards, Sussex. Phone, 
Hastings 4784. 


WENTY-FIVE residents wanted 

for the North Wales Toc H Sum- 
mer School, July 15 to 22, 1966. Write 
now for details to Rev. John Jones, 
Bryn Hyfryd, Trofarth, Nr. Abergele, 
Denbighshire. 


DRITAIN“S BEST CLIMATE— 
the Sussex coast, particularly this 
sheltered winter, spring and summer 
resori. Town brochure free, plus our 
own, to those stating likely dates. 
Young people welcome and the 
young in spirit up to all ages. 
NORMANHURST, Sca Front. St. 
Leonards. 
WTALIAN TOUR. May 22—June 5 
1 (sce Nov. Journat). Bookings 
having exceeded one coach-load, a 
second coach has been reserved. 
Enguire from leader, Miss Ruby 
Relf, 22 Mountfield Gardens, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 


THE- STIEIE 
CENTRE 


Cin Anthology 
of the 


Bordon> Company 


4s. 6d. (postage 6d.) 


Obtainable from Area Staff or 
direct from Toc H Publications 


TOC H TIES 


Modern design, with miniature gold 
Lamps on a black ground, available 
to Toc H members. 


ALL RAYON REP WEAVE - 12/3 
TERYLENE ee os sli 
ALL SILK REP WEAVE - 17/11 


The Club Stripe pattern also remains 
on sale in two qualities :- — 
Terylene 10/6 and All Silk 13/11. 


Plus postage 6d. 
and 
MODERN STYLE 
SAXONY FLANNEL 


TOC H SCARVES 


66 inches by 9 inches 
27/11 


Plus postage 2s. 
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Obtainable direct from the 


Official Toc H Outfitters 


R. THOMPSON LTD. 


Al, Railway Approach, London Bridge, S.E.1 
Telephone: HOP 2486 


